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1 Re Item V. 

1 .1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : US 2002/1 93801 A1 (MARCHIONE ANDREAS ET AL) 19 December 2002 
(2002-12-19) 

D2 : US 5 597 379 A (HAINES ET AL) 28 January 1 997 (1 997-01 -28) 



1.2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject matter of Independent claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of 
Article 33(3)PCT. 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art to the 
subject matter of claim 1 , discloses (the references In parentheses applying to this 

document): 

A drill guide assembly for determining the axis for drilling a bore in a bone comprising 

- a drill guide sleeve, 

- a carriage in which the drill guide sleeve is mounted towards a first end thereof so that 
the angular orientation of the drill guide sleeve relative to the carriage can be adjusted, 

- a platform which can be fastened to the bone, which Includes at least three feet (see 
document D1 , Figures and paragraph 0021 ). 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 differs from the disclosure of D1 in that 
the carriage Includes at least one threaded angle-adjustment screw and the platform 
includes at least one threaded translation-adjustment screw. 

The problem to be solved by said adjustment screws Is to precisely adjust the drill 

guide. 

Document D2 shows an adjustment screw to set the distance between the guide body 
28 and the referencing component 70 (see D2: Fig, 1 and column 7, lines 58 - 67). 
Moreover, the use of adjustment screws in order to precisely adjust two parts and self 
locking threads are very well known in the area of mechanical engineering. Thus, the 
skilled person would copy such features and would implement them Into the D1 device. 
Therefore, the solution proposed In claim 1 of the present application cannot be- 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 
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1 .3 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 8 

Dependent claims 2-18 do not contain any features whicli, in combination witli the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect 
of inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since they are merely an aggregation of already 
known features or are considered as one of several straightforward possibilities from 
which the skilled person would select, in accordance with circumstances, without the 
exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve the problem posed. 

2 Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

2.1 The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

2.2 Independent claim 1 is not In the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (document D1 ) being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising part 
(Rule 6.3(b)(il) PCT). 
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